
 

 

 

Talk Through Stories 

 

 

EYFS Personal development opportunities 

Autumn 1 I’m in charge  

by Jeanne 

Willis 

 

Word 1: bellowed (bellow, bellows)   

Word 2: startled (startling)   

Word 3: barged (barge, barges)    

Word 4: sneaked (sneaks, sneaking)   

Word 5: grinned (grin, grins)   

Word 6: dreadful   

Word 7: stomped (stomp, stomps, stomping)   

Word 8: refused (refuse, refuses, refusing)  

Sharing 

Elmer by David 

McKee 

 

Word 1: slipped away (slip away)   

Word 2: absolutely    

Word 3: serious    

Word 4: burst    

Word 5: gasped    

Word 6: celebrate    

Word 7: decorate (decorated, decorating)   

Being different - diversity 

My monster 

and me by 

Nadia Hussain 

and Ella Bailey 

 

Word 1: arrived (arrive)   

Word 2: gigantic    

Word 3: growly    

Word 4: bossier (bossy)    

Word 5: budge (budged, budging)   

Word 6: suddenly    

Word 7: stroked (stroke)   

Emotions - worry 



 

 

 

Poetry time Where am I?   

Autumn 2 Scarecrows 

Wedding by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

Word 1: hunt (hunts, hunted)   

Word 2: spotted (spot, spots)   

Word 3: hurried (hurry, hurries)   

Word 4: gathered (gather, gathers)   

Word 5: certain   

Word 6: exclaimed (exclaims)   

Word 7: staggering   

Word 8: sprinkled  

 

Billy’s Bucket 

by Kes Gray 

 

Word 1: explained (explain)   

Word 2: persuaded (persuade)   

Word 3: sighed (sigh)   

Word 4: excitedly    

Word 5: special    

Word 6: chuckled (chuckling)   

Word 7: frowned (frowning)   

Word 8: imagination (imaginary)  

 

Extraordinary 

Gardener by 

Sam Boughton 

 

Word 1: imagination (imagining, imagine, 

imagined, imagines)  

Word 2: wild  

Word 3: ordinary  

Word 4: roamed (roam, roams, roaming)  

Word 5: soared (soar)  

Word 6: longed  

Word 7: discovered   

Dreams/aspiration 

Poetry time:  Zanzibar   



 

 

 

Spring 1 The Lion Inside 

by Rachel 

Bright 

 

Word 1: sparkled (sparkles, sparkling)  

Word 2: mighty  

Word 3: craggy  

Word 4: meek (meekly)  

Word 5: whimpered (whimpers, whimpering) 

Word 6: ignored (ignore, ignores, ignoring) 

Word 7: impressed (impress, impressing)  

Word 8: slumbering (slumber, slumbered)  

Confidence 

Self esteem 

The Giant Jam 

Sandwich by 

John Vernon 

Lord 

 

Word 1: nuisance   

Word 2: mighty   

Word 3: leaped (leaps)   

Word 4: spoil (spoiled, spoils)   

Word 5: swelled    

Word 6: squealed (squeal, squealing)   

Word 7: humming (hum, hums, hummed)   

Word 8: dived (dive, dives) 

 

Perfectly 

Norman by 

Tom Percival 

 

Word 1: extraordinary   

Word 2: uncomfortable   

Word 3: swooping (swoop, swooped)  

Word 4: miserable   

Word 5: hesitantly (hesitant, hesitate)   

Word 6: problematic   

Word 7: wonderful   

Word 8: nervously (nervous)  

Individuality 

Poetry time:  Bedtime March-past   



 

 

 

Spring 2 Farmer Duck 

by Martin 

Waddell 

 

Word 1: crept   

Word 2: wriggled   

Word 3: creaked    

Word 4: wearily    

Word 5: fled   

Word 6: squeezed  

 

 Can’t you sleep 

little bear by 

Martin Waddell 

 

Word 1: settled (settle, settles)   

Word 2: groaned (groan, groans, groaning)  

Word 3: curling up (curl up, curls up, curled up)  

Word 4: glow (glowing, glowed)    

Word 5: hooked (hook, hooks)    

Word 6: twinkly (twinkled, twinkles)   

Word 7: puzzled (puzzling)   

Word 8: cosy 

Emotion - fear 

Gecko’s Echo 

by Lucy 

Rowland 

 

Word 1: brave (bravely)   

Word 2: muttered (mutter, mutters, 

muttering)   

Word 3: spied (spy)    

Word 4: scampered (scamper, scampering)    

Word 5: beware    

Word 6: boomed (boom, booming)   

Word 7: crept (creep)   

Word 8: precious  

Courage 

Poetry time Cake-O-Saurus   



 

 

 

Summer 1 Lost and Found 

by Oliver 

Jeffers 

 

Word 1: ignored (ignore, ignores)   

Word 2: floated (float, floats)   

Word 3: disappointment (disappointed)   

Word 4: discovered (discovers)   

Word 5: delighted   

Word 6: lonely   

Word 7: searched (searches)   

Word 8: wonderful  

 

On the Way 

Home by Jill 

Murphy 

 

Word 1: sneaking (sneaks, sneaked, sneaky)   

Word 2: gasped (gasping, gasp, gasps)   

Word 3: crammed (cram, crams)    

Word 4: soaring (soar, soars, soared)    

Word 5: vast    

Word 6: gloomy   

Word 7: slithering (slither, slithered)   

Word 8: struggled (struggle, struggling)  

 

Room on the 

Broom by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

Word 1: searched (searching, search)   

Word 2: grinned (grin, grins, grinning)   

Word 3: shriek (shrieking, shrieks, shrieked)   

Word 4: magnificent (magnificently)    

Word 5: politely (polite)    

Word 6: clutched (clutch, clutches)   

Word 7: keen   

Word 8: grateful  

 

Poetry time The Tiger   

     



 

 

 

Summer 2 Handa’s Hen by 

Eileen Browne 

 

Word 1: hunted    

Word 2: fluttery (flutters, fluttered)   

Word 3: peered    

Word 4: waving     

Word 5: shiny    

Word 6: peeped (peep)   

Word 7: scurried    

Word 8: skipped  

Different Cultures 

Rainbow Fish 

by Marcus 

Pfister 

 

Word 1: sparkling (sparkle, sparkled, sparkly)   

Word 2: glide (glides, gliding, glided)   

Word 3: admire (admired)    

Word 4: emerged (emerge)    

Word 5: discover (discovered)    

Word 6: peculiar   

Word 7: whizzed (whizz)   

Word 8: delighted  

Sharing 

Friendship 

How to be a 

Viking by 

Cressida Cowell 

 

Word 1: fierce   

Word 2: shivering (shiver, shivered)   

Word 3: roaring (roared, roar)    

Word 4: trembled (tremble, trembling)   

Word 5: peculiar    

Word 6: shrieking (shrieked, shrieks)   

Word 7: tremendous   

Word 8: twinkling (twinkle, twinkled)  

 

Poetry time Oh, Oh, the Story Man   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

KS1 Cycle A Personal development opportunities 

Autumn 1 The slightly 

annoying 

elephant by 

David Walliams 

 

Word 1: boomed (booms, boom, booming)   

Word 2: expecting (expect, expects, expected)   

Word 3: announced (announces, announcement)   

Word 4: demanded (demand, demands, 

demanding)   

Word 5: rummaged (rummage, rummages)   

Word 6: massive   

Word 7: pleaded (pleads)   

Word 8: protested (protests)  

 

Billy and the 

Dragon by 

Nadia Shireen 

 

Word 1: adorable   

Word 2: mysterious   

Word 3: grabbed   

Word 4: massive    

Word 5: rummaged (rummage, rummaging)   

Word 6: fearsome    

Word 7: fortunate (fortunately)   

Word 8: treacherous  

Bravery 

Poetry time Brother   



 

 

 

Autumn 2 One Snowy 

Night by Nick 

Butterworth 

 

Word 1: cosy    

Word 2: miserable    

Word 3: snuggled (snuggle, snuggles)    

Word 4: shivering (shiver, shivers, shivered)    

Word 5: shoved (shove, shoving)    

Word 6: scraping (scrape, scraped)   

Word 7: fierce   

Word 8: chuckle (chuckles, chuckling, chuckled)  

 

Ruby’s Worry 

by Tom 

Percival 

 

Word 1: explore (explored, explores)   

Word 2: discovered (discover)   

Word 3: wondered (wonder)    

Word 4: enormous    

Word 5: barely    

Word 6: unexpected   

Word 7: shrink (shrank, shrunk)   

Word 8: tumbled (tumbling)  

Emotions - worry 

Poetry time If I were a hawk   

Spring 1 Leo and the 

Octopus by 

Isabelle 

Marinov 

 

Word 1: relax (relaxed)   

Word 2: impressed   

Word 3: determined   

Word 4: nervous   

Word 5: challenging   

Word 6: calm (calms)   

Word 7: confuse (confused)   

Word 8: darted  

Diversity - autism 



 

 

 

Winnie and 

Wilbur by 

Valerie Thomas 

 

Word 1: furious 

Word 2: crawled (crawls)   

Word 3: ridiculous    

Word 4: miserable    

Word 5: gleaming (gleamed)   

Word 6: decided (decide, decides)   

Word 7: hurrying (hurry, hurries. hurried)   

 

Poetry time Granny Granny please 

comb my hair 

  

Spring 2 My Must Have 

Mum by Maudie 

Smith 

 

Word 1: glance (glanced)   

Word 2: rummage (rummaged)   

Word 3: opportunity   

Word 4: rustling (rustle, rustled)   

Word 5: bedraggled  

Word 6: abandoned (abandon)   

Word 7: satisfied   

Word 8: swirled (swirl, swirls)  

Disability 

Environment - upcycling 

Five Minutes 

Peace by Jill 

Murphy 

 

Word 1: sneaked (sneaks, sneaking)   

Word 2: plonked (plonk, plonks)   

Word 3: pleasant    

Word 4: trailed (trails, trailing)    

Word 5: muttered (mutters, muttering)   

Word 6: groaned (groans, groaning)   

Word 7: peace (peaceful)   

Word 8: beamed (beams, beaming)  

 

Poetry time I’ve got a cold   



 

 

 

Summer 1 Zog by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

Word 1: gripping (grips, gripped)   

Word 2: wildly   

Word 3: fearsome    

Word 4: expert    

Word 5: crowded (crowd)   

Word 6: triumph   

Word 7: soared (soar, soaring)   

Word 8: roared (roar, roars)  

 

Tiddler by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

Word 1: captured (capture, captures)   

Word 2: struggled (struggles, struggling)   

Word 3: dawdling (dawdle, dawdles, dawdled)  

Word 4: hauling (haul, hauls, hauled)   

Word 5: glimmered (glimmers)   

Word 6: shivered (shivers, shivering)   

Word 7: peeped (peep, peeps)   

Word 8: bashed (bashing, bash)  

Perseverance 

Poetry time The monster under 

the bed 

  

Summer 2 Ravi’s Roar by 

Tom Percival 

 

Word 1: squash (squashes, squashed)   

Word 2: furious   

Word 3: growled (growl, growls, growling)   

Word 4: nervous   

Word 5: leapt    

Word 6: dared (dare, dares)   

Word 7: wild   

Emotions - anger 



 

 

 

The Bear and 

the Piano by 

David 

Litchfield 

 

Word 1: passion   

Word 2: bounded (bound, bounded, bounding)   

Word 3: longed (longs)   

Word 4: admiration (admired, admires)   

Word 5: explore (explores, explored)   

Word 6: missed (miss, misses)   

Word 7: proud   

Word 8: stumbled 

Moving home 

Poetry time The sound of music   

KS1 Cycle B  

Autumn 1 The Koala who 

Could by Rachel 

Bright 

 

Word 1: risky   

Word 2: clung (cling, clings, clinging)   

Word 3: adventure   

Word 4: chatter (chattering, chattered)   

Word 5: keen   

Word 6: leap (leaped)   

Word 7: welcoming (welcome, welcomed) 

Change 

Slow Samson 

by Bethany 

Christou 

 

Word 1: arrived (arrives)   

Word 2: distracted (distracting)   

Word 3: charged (charges)   

Word 4: annoyed (annoy, annoying)   

Word 5: sobbed (sob, sobs)   

Word 6: received (receive)   

Word 7: rushed (rush, rushes)   

Word 8: lonely 

Friendship 

Poetry time Brother   



 

 

 

Autumn 2 A little bit 

brave by Nicola 

Kinnear 

 

Word 1: daring (dared)   

Word 2: stomped (stomp, stomps, stomping)   

Word 3: adventure    

Word 4: scurrying (scurry, scurried)    

Word 5: proud (proudly)    

Word 6: familiar    

Word 7: whimpered (whimpering   

Word 8: gobbled (gobble)  

Anxiety 

New adventures 

There’s a 

Snake in my 

School by 

David Walliams 

 

Word 1: crammed (cram)   

Word 2: menace   

Word 3: encouraged (encourage, encourages)   

Word 4: announced (announce, announces, 

announcement)   

Word 5: mischievous    

Word 6: bellowed (bellow, bellowing)   

Word 7: dashed (dash)   

Word 8: overjoyed  

 

Poetry time If I were a hawk   

Spring 1 Dogger by 

Shirley Hughes 

 

Word 1: belonged (belong, belongs)   

Word 2: fond (fondly)   

Word 3: anxiously (anxious)    

Word 4: searched (search, searches)    

Word 5: exciting (excited)    

Word 6: terrible   

Word 7: practising (practise, practised)   

Word 8: staring (stared)  

 



 

 

 

The Invisible 

by Tom 

Percival 

 

Word 1: curled   

Word 2: crept (creep, creeps)  

Word 3: memories (memory)  

Word 4: fading (fade, faded)   

Word 5: invisible  Word 6: drifted (drift, 

drifting)  

Word 7: forced (forces)  

Word 8: vibrant  

Refugee 

Environment 

Friendship 

Poetry time Granny Granny please 

comb my hair 

  

Spring 2 Max and the 

Tag along moon 

by Floyd 

Cooper 

 

Word 1: appeared (appear, appearing)   

Word 2: gazed (gaze, gazing)   

Word 3: embraced (embrace, embracing)   

Word 4: flicker (flickered, flickering)   

Word 5: tumbled (tumble, tumbling)   

Word 6: faded (fade, fading)  

Word 7: wondered (wonder, wondering)   

Word 8: peeked (peek, peeking)  

Different culture 

After the fall 

by Dan Santat 

 

Word 1: eventually   

Word 2: famous   

Word 3: grand   

Word 4: fortunately (fortunate)   

Word 5: admit (admitted, admitting)   

Word 6: perfect   

Word 7: terrified (terrifying)  

 

Poetry time I’ve got a cold   



 

 

 

Summer 1 Sonya’s 

Chickens by 

Phoebe Wahl 

 

Word 1: spruced (spruce, spruces, sprucing)   

Word 2: tending (tend, tends, tended)   

Word 3: nestled (nestle, nestles, nestling)   

Word 4: ruckus    

Word 5: crept (creep, creeps)   

Word 6: cowering (cower, cowers, cowered)   

Word 7: exhausted (exhausting)   

 

Supertato by 

Sue Hendra 

 

Word 1: escaped (escape, escapes)  

Word 2: gasped (gasp, gasps)   

Word 3: rescue (rescues, rescued)   

Word 4: distress (distressed)   

Word 5: vanished (vanishes)   

Word 6: crept (creep, creeps)   

Word 7: leapt (leap)   

Word 8: shrieked (shrieks, shrieking)  

 

Poetry time The monster under 

your bed 

  

Summer 2 Stick Man by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

Word 1: twirl (twirling, twirled)   

Word 2: tumbling (tumble, tumbled)   

Word 3: shove (shoves, shoved)    

Word 4: weary   

Word 5: chuckle (chuckled, chuckling)   

Word 6: doze (dozed, dozing)    

Word 7: clattering (clatter, clattered)   

Word 8: drifts (drifting, drifted)  

 



 

 

 

The Owl who 

was Afraid of 

the Dark by 

Jill Tomlinson 

 

Word 1: peered (peers)   

Word 2: startled (startle)   

Word 3: glow (glowed, glowing)   

Word 4: faded (fade, fades, fading)   

Word 5: necessary    

Word 6: somersault   

Word 7: gentle   

Word 8: exploring (explore, explored, explores) 

Fear 

Poetry time The sound of music   

 

Talk through stories books not being used 

- Where the wild things are by Maurice Sendak 

- Hougless Douglas by David Melling 

- Anna Hibiscus Song by Atinuke 

- George and the Dragon by Chris Wormell 

- Aliens love underpants by Claire Freedman 

- Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen 

- Six Dinner Sid by Inga Moore 

- Cops and Robbers by Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

- Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

- Mog the Forgetful cat by Judith Kerr 

- The Wonkey Donkey by Craig Smith 

 


